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Girl als Rowan 


During 15 years in this 
deviously wicked city I've: 
seen a Jot of ‘tleaks’’ — and 


some screwball reactions to- 


those leaks. But never have 


I seen anything as absurd * 
as the House uf Representa- — 


tives blowing $350,000: of 
taxpayers’ money to try to 
find the source of a leak. 

I remember Lyndon B. 
Johnson's peculiar obses- 
sion with leaks. 

“You're just a bunch of 
goddamned puppy dogs, 
running from one fire hy- 
drant to the next,” he told a 
startled group of State De- 
partment officials i in 1961, 


Johnson fiured he dian’ t 


need to hire a bunch of 
gumshoes to find the source 
of a leak. When the New 


York Herald Tribune re- . 


ported that he soon would 
tour Southeast Asia at 


President Kennedy's re- ° 
Johnson snarled -. 
“That goddamn 


quest, 
angrily:- 
Chester Bowles leaked it. I 
know it, Now you just watch 
tne Herald Trib for a while 


and you're going to see.a- 


big puff piece on Bowles. 


They’ Hl pay. him for that’ 
* reading to them from a “‘top . 


Jeak. 6 ns. 
So Johnson watched the 
Herald Trib, waiting for the 


first praise of Bowles; dy 


which he would accept: as 
incontrovertible proof of the 
source of the leak. : 


try $350,000 if CBS would 
just let. Daniel Schorr go 
Caehe work so we could 
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wait for him to do a puff 
piece on some House mem- 
ber, thus “identifying” that 
congressman as the source 
of the jeak that supposedly 
has’ everyone upset. 


I say ‘ ‘supposedly”’ be- 


_ cause if I've learned any- _ 
. thing in this town it is that 


everybody screaming about 


-leaks isn't against them. 


Johnson pitched a tan- 
trum in Saigon in 1961. “Am 
I wearing glass pants?"’ he 
demanded. “Well, how the 
hell can that Spence Davis 
(of AP) write that I’ve got 
$50 million in my pocket for 
Eresident Bien ” 


. Pat Oliphant, whose 
cartoon usually appears on 
this page, is on vacation. 
Flis cartoon will resume 
Tuesday. | 


About an hour later I 
stumbled upon a cluster of 
U.S. newsmen in a frantic 


shuddle on a Saigon side- 


walk:.I peeked inside and 
there was Lyndon Johnson, 


rary 


secret’! cable that he had 
just received from Kenne- 


Johnson was doing what 


. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, 
|... Henry Kissinger and 1,000 

*- other top officials here have 
We could save iis: coun ; 


done. He was engaged in a 
self-serving leak. Someone 
comes along, like Edward 


R. F. Sheehan, whom Kis- 
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singer believes is going to 
glorify him and his Middle 
East diplomacy, and sud- 
denly that writer has access 
to bundles of top secret 
documents. A Walt Rostow 
wants fo convince the pub- 
lic that the Tet offensive in 
Vietnam was a debacle for 


the Communists, so he leaks. 


like a sieve “‘secret’’ data 


- he thinks will sell this no- 


tion, 


I remember how gum- 
shoes .once stumbled ‘all 
over the State Department 
trying to find out who 
leaked to Peter Lisagor and 
the late Marguerite Higgins 
the content of a conversa- 
tion between President 


: Kennedy and Soviet For- 


eign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko. t had leaked it — 
on private and specific in- 
structions from President 
Kennedy. 


Now, what's so different 
about the leak to Schorr of 
the Pike Committee report? 
In terms of the damave 
done to the nation, absolute- 
ly no difference that X can 
discover, 


There i is an element of 
embarrassment . to’ the 
House, whose members 
apparently take seriously 
criticism that they are *‘a 
bunch of flap-jaws’’ who 
don’t deserve access to se- 


_cret information. 


But f rather suspect this 
special problem here is that 
Schorr Jeaked his leak to 


ee 


wwe. a 


the Village Voice, an anti- 
establishment newspaper. ° 
This has provoked a here- 
tofore do-nothing Ethics 
Committee to prove its pa- 
triotism by blowing 350,000 
bucks in search of a leaker. 
When will they face the 
‘reality that leaks are as 
American as baseball, baby 
showers and bribes? The 
day. we go to an absolute 
dictatorship will be the day 
- we stop leaks, ‘ 


a aad 
a 


Correction: I wrote a col- 
umn: (“Rip Van Winkle 


fc Oe ypU, C ee 


guards the CIA dirty trick- : 


sters,”’ Feb. 25) in which I 


stated that Leo Cherne had _ 


_ been chairman of an inter- 


national group to aid refu-- 


gees that “indirectly got 
some of its money from the 
CIA.”’ This report was 
based on a statement by 
Frank Weil, president of the 
Norman Foundation, which 
was a conduit for CIA 
funds, that in the mid-1960s 


he had been asked to pass : 


along about $15,€00 in CIA 
funds to the International 
Rescue Committee. 

- _ Weil has said he had 
erred in saying that the 
Norman Foundation passed 
CIA money to the IRC. He 


said the CIA money went to - 


four other groups and that 
it was the Norman Founda- 
tion’s own money that it 
gave to the IRC. I regret 
having given Weil's error 
wider circulation and am 
happy tocorrect the record. 


a wet 


bei | Frauk : 
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Cherne-Unit Not Tied to C.LA. Fund 


By JOHN M. CREWDSON {2 medical-service unit set upiBoard, created by President 
Special to The New York Times in the Belgian Congo to aid Eisenhower in 1956, is a group 
WASHINGTON, Feb, . 20— Angolan refugees and others. jof private citizens responsible 
Frank Weil, president of the Mr. Weil said today thathe |for reviewing the functions ‘cf 
Manhattan-based | Norman|"misrecalled” himself yester- |the Federal intelligence com- 
Foundation, said today that he/day in recollecting that ‘a mys-|munity and reporting to the 
erred in his assertion yesterday|terious gentleman” frora the/President on the conduck or 
that the Central Intelligence!C.LA. had approached him inithose agencies. ; . 
‘Agency had passed about $15,-|1963 or 1964 with a specific ‘Che United States Intelligence! 
:000 through his organization|request-to pass agency money/Board was a high-level coordi- 
\to the International Rescuelto the Congo medical project.nating group within the intel- 
‘Committee in the mid-1960's:! He said he had also erred|ligence community, presided| 
’ur. Weil said in a telephonelin recalling that the foundation/over by the director of Central, 
[interview that on checking thelhad agreed to serve as a pass-i Intelligence. In the past It met 
oundation’s records, he -had|through for the funds only afterjas often as each week to co- 
-s -diacoyered that none of the Sacre ee ue nae Ate Gon intellizence data avail- 
: it eave to the LR.C.|WOud neve been wor jable from all members of the 
Pon 96 Beye be: eid rae a contribution from its OWN ariuniby, : 


tprsvided by the intelligence ae Senne Ina related development 
tagency. ° : = 2 as Wrong Freedom House, an organiza- 


* “He said that the $50,000 in - “Lat me make it very clear,”|t : : 

i ' > ition with which Mr. Chern 

TOLLA, funds passed, through thelhe said in the interview, “Ilnas Bt es sey Rees 

foundation in that. period had| made a mistake. 1 was, WrOng."|for Hing yenie ached Goatees 

te one a Re ataeed eee Although: he spoke to Mr.!Bush, director of Central Intel- 

alae of. Saeeon: Coie. revel Cherne. last night and againjligence, whether the C.LA. had 
¥ ais Slthis. morning, he said, Mr.iever given it funds “directly 


eg Cae Raa erent ine Cherne “did not ask me tolor-through any other entity.” 


te ional: ido anything” with respect to) Th mest a ana TeEe 
the Interrational: Development : 2 : e request was in a letter 
Foundation... «0 0. es ae “{setting the record straight. Helsent to. Mr. Bush that men- 
~ Leo Cherne, one of President! amending his earlier state-itioned a report, also in today’s 


Ford's thres appointees to a ments because “harm has been!Times, that Freedom House re- 


new intelligence ‘oversight done,” he emphasized. ; ceived 33,500 from the J. M, 
board set up to check for pos-| Mr. cherne was appointed) Kaplan Fund between 1962 and 
sible abuses of authority. by|3n 1973 to sit on the President's! 1964. Se Nee 
the C.LA, and other intelligence!Foreign “Intelligence Advisory} The Times article quoted exe- 
avencies, is board chairman of|Board, which The New Yorkicutives of the Kaplan Fund 
the LR.C.cst adic ra teaes» [Times reported erroneously to-lns having said that while they 

fr. Cherne,«a . professional’ day was abolished by Mr. Ford}had. passed_C.LA. money to 
e~p-omist,... said... the. LR.C.’3;this week, It was the. United|the -now-defunct Institute - for 
work invelves assistance to/States Intelligence Board that}International Labor Research, 
political refugees .round the|was abolished by executive or-jall the funds paid by them 
world. The LR.C. project funded cer on Wednesday. to Freedom House or to the 
by the Norman Foundation was! The President’s Intelligence|LR.C. had been their own. 


sig ata aes a i if esceve COE 


GC Rg i FReeban #hrese 


COV4 Ole T, M1, kK apl AN Fn 
a List tu Fe Foi 
TMTeeN At aa (  * 
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‘.) 0 Toe Norman Four, ion f Peds 285 arch ar 

Rar lar SIEGAL Or 1s SOUreES of financing to make. Mr Trage@tititne is chairman of, 
‘ 7 ' : 

By JOHN AI. CREW DSON ‘me ly Kkoown as the Asron E, certain that the ‘commiltes had F Hiouse’s exact tive, 


and has been asso- . 
oh the orgiuzation * 


Spenat ie FE : Norma an Fund, was among the not unw.ttingly laxen anv C.La, 

WASHINGTON, Feb, 19 — A insiftutions ientific publi ciy money, Afr. CFer replied that 
private huraaniturian organiza- Gin 1967 as those. that ag nat was the “siihest question s : 
tion headed by Leo Cherne, one ekg as “e for CLA. Pve ever heard.” ' An EXEC utive of the Bap an 
lof f Pres cian Ford’s appointees of 2 number of is: tt would have been next to Fund said today, i : 
6 a new committee that will tic- organized Ons principal; impossible, he od to cull the Ris founcata: 


td 


\yr ‘vai . - 1 
investigate “possible abuses of ty nek Naucnal Student” Asso-! ion records of an ore with the: intelligence 
lauthority by the Centrat Intel, Sad CT, y that raised in the had been ih nited- to pe unde Te 
Jligence Agency, rej vortediy re-i i ‘Those disclosures prompted 20% 1 $3 million each: writing of a singie program in 


ceived some S15, 000 of ned President Johnson to establish 4 xaming thera for dona- the 1950's, and that ne of. 
funds. in the mid-l 1960's that. an investigating commiitea to. ‘tions that might have initiated tke $21,590 given by it to the; 
were channeled : throws a, Wook inty the agency's relation. with.the CLA, but reached the:rescue comunictee or ihe 33,509 


New York Chy philanthropic Ships with domestic groups,: coramittee.“two or three times given to Freedom House had, 
organization. : and Mr, Johnson subsequently: removed.” : : jbeen supplied by the intelli-| 
a sane “Welly. > President --of eae Federal vies to Ri, Cherne, wi vho sounded dis-lgence agency. - 4 
the. Mznhatian-based Norman’ Balt cies covert fuading Of tre at the disclosure byi The Kaplan Fund, according!  . 
Founda. said ina telephone} : Hea Organizations, | Mir. Well, later spoke with Gite tax records ccrmpiled ne 
interview tods y. thac he wasi Keeping Independence Jones, whom he identified as: Group Research, an organiza-| 
approached pv “a mysteric aus, | Mr. Cherne 1e, who described the IRC. Rite LSS througn: tian here that moniers | te 
gentleman” from the CLA: in! ithe committee as one of his Yom Ge woman Money wai ee ee LR rane 
1963 or 16 and asked to PASS: Hobbics, suid thal he: lai) tried aece en Se tepmeted hel Me auton, pave she LAC. Stor 
i O59 in Gove: ramet diligently over the vears Sto: Js had not “the fogaiest ‘in 1998 for as sistant e ta relu-| 
funds to tho Internationa: Res- maintain the indepeaseac sta- : eh ee ee a tee Phi oe 
cue Commities, oF ¥ 2 Min. tus” of the organization, say-: tiaon had not been the initiatiafter the So 


source of the money. jAugust, 


Cherne was then-chairmen Of in gthat he believed that its 
the baard aan 

- Mrl. Weil recalled. th 
funds had been earma 
ea micdical services pr 
what es then the 2 
Convo that was being supe 
hy t the rescue commuttes. 
he said he was un 
whether Mr. Cherne or am. 


ee : My. Cherne is an eccnomisi! ‘The committee 
freedom fre wovernment as-.7. TE eme ne 
e from goverament as-::, “and executive other $10, Clove ne de tend He 


tha citi S var ¢ its*: J 

ae Soa te ear te aS « tor of the Research Insti-j197} for @ Stance io Reneali 
asked why, in the wake of.,! of America, which pub- Roun gees aes: by tho Paki- 

the 1067 disclosures, he jadt.- ewslotters and advisery)stuni ar, end $1, 2090 J283 to 

sired the LR.C. to recteck..2 vets for businessmen. aid refugees in South Vietnam. 

was Vice chain igh inj. Weil Is Disputed 
of Democrats for vee Mr. Weil’s recollection that 
thin 


her ncie wth . 
zen associated Cc rt CLA. money given to the 
Cen ee er oe Brot jcommmittes - used ‘to 

I tat res - 


the money was from the O.1A. isuppart a Congo 
and not from the foundation’s eee a ene 'medie ch offered 
endowment. - re BLOM and seule GOTVICES naulan refu- 
Leagan Sia Suspis Ci ivens’ Commnitise for Peace ‘woos and of! cap area 
Mr. Cherne, reached at his : with Freedom in Vietnam, nein joiners at) tne , 
New York City office, said that -Icarding to the records of Group} "3+ dispuied by Andrew  Nor- 
cording te the records of Growmiman, aiso an “officer of the 


neithss he “nor any official o 
the LR.C. had the. sliz 
knowledge that any of 
funds were C.LA. funds. ” : 

He said that the committee, 


arcs ee te ore, [Norman Foundation, 
no 7: 7 i id cde - 
cau: o otro ee Hae ind _ Dit Norman said be recalied 
ANE ithat the areney money passed 
oner rated with the ee A. in co- ithro: woh his f an to the 
vert financing efforts was their co” had go! 


ene eran en nn a emumanmmmanacnegs-nagueeeem aenemmnaanemenl 


¥ 


nd 


} fy 72 G0) Support 
1S, nad rae ees ere , < M. | Kapian rund, also Oficome effort in Latin America, 
7 5 New York, ar id which ever theitna details of ve _ he said: 


furs ds” and would not have i, 
‘weicomed” them if they had t ; : 
crea overtly. ? nD Ane A eReNe. SONe but alsoctnat the ampunt. involved had! 
" to Freedom House, a OrgeDlipoen a “max imum of $15,090." 
On Frevious Board gation that monilors and re-: 


years has contributed not onlvine” ceuld not remember, andi 


President Ford announced on ports Ae the esul e of freedom, = if . 
Tuesday that he was namingi thet exists in other countries 
of the wortd. oo : 


a gas a a 


Mr. Cherne to the newly estab-} 
lished intel gence oversight 


board, set up as part of Mr.: TAM AL. 
Ford's referrns.of intellig encel : O leg. INTER MAT id 


comnunity Ope srations to me ani- > _ 
tor the CLAS. activities fer Pesaue Oitke 
posse ilicgalities or impro- 


pricties bs shinee S = ‘ 
Mr Cherne had previously ji WARE L OMA S720 
eae a member of the Presi- é “ti? y. Ot PIE iy 
dent’s Foreign Int elligence Ad- [P28 bE, 
lvisory Board, which Mr. Ford ; 
labotished yesterday. _ 
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